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NCAER-Future Capital book identifies “Twenty cities to watch’

Our Bureau
New Delhi, Aug 7

The National Council of
Applied Economic Research
(NCAER) and Future Capital
have identified 20 key cities
totrackas centres of econom-
icdevelopment overthe com-
ing decades.

The 20 cities have been
listed in the book “The next
urban frontier: Twenty cities
to watch”, which is a collab-

orative effort between the
two organisations.

This book was launched by
the NCAER President and
Co-Chairman  of  Infosys
Technologies Ltd, Mr Nan-
dan  Nilekani, here on
Thursday,

URBANISATION

Speaking on the occasion, Mr
Nilekani highlighted that In-
dia had for long been having

the notion that urbanisation
isbad.

“But now economic liber-
alisation has brought out very
clearly that urbanisation was
fundamental, necessary and
part of the foundation of the
economy.

“Urbanisation is important
as it drives economic growth,
income growth.

“It may be interesting to
note that the most underde-

veloped parts of India are
least urbanised”, he said.

BROAD BUCKETS

These cities have been
grouped into three broad
buckets — megacities, which
are the largest cities in terms
of population and overall
consumer markets; boom-
towns, which stand out as the
next set of big-population ci-
ties with high expenditure

per household; and niche ci-
ties, which are smaller in
terms of overall population
but still hit well above their
weight in spending per
household.

Ms Roopa Purushotha-
man, Chief Economist, Fu-
ture Group, who is the
co-author of this book, said
that these 20 cities together
account for 10 per cent of In-
dia’s population, but gener-

ates 31 per cent of disposable
income.

The megacities are Murt-
bai, Delhi, Kolkata, Chennai,
Bangalore, Hyderabad, Ah-
medabad and Pune.

The boomtowns are Surat,
Kanpur, Jaipur, Lucknow,
Nagpur, Bhopal and Coimba-
tore.
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The niche cities are Fari-

dabad, Amritsar, Ludhiana,
Chandigarh and Jalandhar.
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