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High School Standards = High Growth |

A PPP model will strengthen our weak education base to meet the high-quality job requirements of the future

RAJESH SHUKLA

India is expected to be a major
contributor to the world labour
market in the coming years.
However; asit has cautioned re-
peatedly that, given the gap bet-
ween skill attainment through
the traditional education syst-
em and employability; the frui-
ts of demographicdividendare
doubtful. This thought got little
attention, but is based on perce-
ption than facts in terms of eff-
ectiveness and research capab-
ilities of the IITs and the IIMs.
Beforedelving into the debate,
it may be useful to analyse the
scenario over the past decade
seeing that the trend emerged
from UGC enrolment data des-
pite its shortcomings. Actual
enrolments have doubled, ris-
ing from 6.65 million in 2000-01
to 13.64 million in 2008-09. The
highest concentration of enrol-
ments in the period is found in
Arts followed by Science. It is
importanttopoint out that whi-
le the percentage of total enrol-
ments has gone down in Arts,
the absolute numbers have ris-

and comprises four verticals
whose combined share has ac-
tually risen over the last 13 yea-
rs. Within Science, there has
been highest growth in enrol-
ments in engineering than nat-
ural sciences and medicine.
While the debate on education
has often focused on quantity
versusquality; it bears tobenot-
ed that even the quantity is not
sufficient to ensure a smooth
transition of labour from agri-
culture to manufacturing and
services. The higher education
system, in its present structure
and content, isill-suited tomeet
the desired skill requirements
of the millions, particularly in
the countryside. Additionally;
institutions of higherlearning
of various streams are found
concentrated in particular re-
gions, implying that students
have to migrate to other regio-
ns inorderto pursue their stud-
ies. It puts an unbearable finan-
cialburden onfamilies, preven-
ting aspiring students from
pursuing their further studies.
The other aspect of quality of
education and training provid-
ed also needs to be thoroughly
explored. Barring the top-
league institutes —namely, the
[ITs, IIMs and a few other gov-
ernment-run colleges and uni-
versities — the quality of stu-
dents does not quite match up.
Corporates constantly compla-
in of the complete skill misma-
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licantpoolmay appeartobelar- out rate is extremely high. An
ge, thenumber of qualifiedand NCAER study reveals the asto-
eligible applicants is significa- nishing fact that 50% students
ntly smaller. This implies that drop out after class X. Secondly;

although there are millions
who graduate through priva-
tely-run colleges, they really
don'tstanda chance tocompete
in the global market place.

Let us for a moment forget
about higher education and ex-
amine the education system at
the schoollevel —and the path-
eticstate it is in. Only 53% chil-
dren in standard V in rural In-
dia can read a standard II-level
text; the proportion of standa-
rd-I children who could recog-
nise numbers 1-9 declined from
69% in 2009 to 66% in 2010; chil-
dren in standard V who could
do simple division problems al-
so dropped from 38% in 2009 to

the quality of teachers is abys-
mal. This, coupled with a high
rate of feacher absenteeism
and lack of incentives for stu-
dents tostay inschools,ensures
avery weak foundation.

If one analyses government
schemes, what is revealed is a
completedisregard of the prob-
lems in the middle and second-
ary levels. Given that most stu-
dents get acquainted with stre-
ams such as science, commer-
ce, ete, during these formative
years and make their decisions
based on their knowledge and
understanding of the subject, it
makesall themoresenseforthe
system fo be more efficient at

make sure that the foundation
is strong. We need to ensure
that the system of education at
the middle and secondary level
is strengthened. It has to be a
bottom-up approach rather
than a top-down approach.
Allthisbearsadditional signi-
ficance when viewed in the con-
text of maintaining a high gro-
wthrate. Sustaining a high gro-
wth rate over the next few deca-
des does not appear possible
with a sizeable chunk of the la-
bour force lacking basic educa-
tional qualification. At some
point, the lack of a qualified la-
bowr force is going to start sh-
owing up in higher input costs
that will affect growth.
Additionally, while China’s
grossenrolmentratio—thenu-
mber of individuals in the 20-24
age group actually going to col-
lege — stands at 23%, the com-
parable figure for India is 13%.
Granted, that per-capita inco-
meof the Chinese issignifican-
tly higher than India’s, expect-
ing the rate to increase as inco-
mes rise without taking any st-
eps is not advisable. A sustain-
ed high growth, the dream of
many policymakers, will not be
possible without a skilled and
educated workforce. So, the
need of the hour is that there is
a strong need to revamp the
educationsystem inthelight of
future skill needs and better
employability following a pub-

en from 3.88 million in 200001 tch between job requirement 86% in 2010. This is the sorry these points. The problem — lic-private partnership model.
t05.88 million in 2008-09. andqualificationof applicants. stateof affairsof India'sschool and this forms the crux of the (Theauthorisdirectorof
Science is a broad category Inother words,thoughtheapp- system. In addition, the drop- issue — is that we need to first NCAER-CMCR)
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